
July, 2016 Over 77  Gang Youth Guided and Assisted in 2016 Hope Now For Youth, Inc.

 

            559.237.7215 www.hopenow.org P.O. Box 5294 Fresno, CA 93755

“I had no moral standards. I cared for no one except 
myself.  All I wanted to do was terrorize the streets, and 
I did.”

This is a typical quote we hear from young men 
who have grown up with no moral compass. 
Terrell never knew his father. Born to a 15-year-
old mother, “It was more like growing up with an 
older sibling than a responsible parent,” he told me. 
All his mom wanted to do was live life and party. 

After all, she was still a kid herself.

The one stabilizing factor in his life was his grandfather. But when Terrell 
was 15, his grandfather died of cancer, and it devastated him. Because he 
enjoyed sports, he finished high school, but once his grandfather was gone, 
Terrell began living the street life. He dealt drugs, carried guns, robbed 
people, and began using cocaine and ecstasy. Violence was his life now, and he 
thrived on it while his victims suffered.

After high school, Terrell enrolled in Fresno City College, but he didn’t 
attend there to study. He realized that unlike high school, he didn’t even need 
to attend class. He could smoke cigarettes or weed if he wanted. He used the 
campus to find as many girls as he could. He 
hooked up with friends at night to party. His 
idea of being a man was: “Hurting people, sex, 
and having as many kids as possible.”

One day he met up with enemies on the 
college campus. They fought, 5 on 10. It was 
chaotic and violent. Police were called, but 
Terrell and the others had dispersed before 
they arrived. After that encounter he decided 
he was “in the gang all the way.” There was no 
holding him back. He was going to make a 
name for himself, and he didn’t care who got 
hurt along the way.  

(Continued on page 2)
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Cambodia Corner 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Our mission in Cambodia is to reach out to men and women who came to America 
as babies or young children, grew up, committed a crime, and were deported.  
Currently, there are 504 deportees in Cambodia. We encourage them, help them 
get jobs, and share the good news of Jesus with them. 

Our director and his wife also have other opportunities to help those in need. Sex 
trafficking is violent and merciless, and it thrives in Cambodia. Here is the latest 
report from Chantha:

“Today my wife and I went along with ladies from House of Refuge to minister 
to girls/prostitutes of Wat Phnom. We asked anyone that we saw if they would 
join us for noodles and to hear the Word of God. I shared my testimony briefly, 
and then we prayed for the girls after. The majority of the women have AIDS 
and are forced into prostitution. Some are even sold by their parents. 

The ladies in the red and blue in the first picture were the first ones I talked to, 
and one of them told me, "I'm waiting for customers." I was really sad to hear 
this. I know this is their reality, but it hit me really hard. Please pray for this 
ministry as it grows. The House of Refuge shelter has many available rooms 
for them to stay in. Later another girl asked if she could live at the shelter and 
asked if they could pick her up Monday.”

Thank you for your financial support. Pray for this couple as they minister to a 
diverse people in a foreign land.

(Continued from page 1)

His viciousness and spreading of mayhem eventually caught up with him, and at the age of 24 he went to prison 
for the first time. It was a wake-up call. He saw two sides of life in prison. One side, the young guys, just wanted to 
gang bang. The other side, the old guys, realized they had messed up their lives. He listened to the old guys.  

After three years in prison, Terrell was released. Then he found Hope Now. He 
was serious and wanted to make a new beginning for himself. He graduated and is 
making strides to be a real man. I asked him what his definition of a real man is 
now. Without hesitation he replied, “Raise a family, protect others, have a passion for 
being a soldier for good.”

Will he make it? I think he will. Hope Now will “soldier” on with him, continuing 
to help him adjust his compass for good. Thanks for your support.

Kindest regards,

Roger Feenstra 
Executive Director and CEO
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