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Marquise’s grandmother died. She was the rock, the 
glue, the force that held their family together. While 
she lived, she took him to church, but when she died 
it was as if everything died with her. Her death hurt 
him deeply. Marquise told me, “When my 
grandmother died, no men in the family stepped up. 
There were no role models. Our family simply fell 
apart.” 

Marquise began smoking weed and got involved 
with the wrong crowd. He knew deep down that they 
would get him into trouble, and his intuition proved 

correct. Someone called the police and falsely reported that Marquise and his friends 
had a gun. Their car was spotted and pulled over by the police. Guns drawn and 
pointed at Marquise’s head, they ordered him to not even blink an eyelash. He wisely 
complied. No guns were found, but he was arrested for possession of marijuana. His 
arrest was a wakeup call. 

Even then, he hit rock bottom and was homeless. For four years he wandered the 
streets with no purpose, yet he knew this was not the life he was meant to live. He told 
me, “I always knew, from the time my grandmother 
took me to church, that God had a plan for my life.” 
Marquise determined he was going to do something 
about his life. 

He moved to Vegas with his mom and got a few part- 
time jobs, and he earned enough to get back on his 
feet and make his way back to Fresno. After his 
return, he met two Hope Now counselors, and he 
believed God was opening a new chapter in his life.  

Marquise is unique from many of the young men we 
help; he knows his life is worth something, and he has 
self-respect. He also knows he has a long way to go, 
but he has a dream to own his own real estate 
company.   

I was encouraged as I spoke with Marquise. It was refreshing to create a bond and love 
for a 22-year-old young man who, while still struggling, has wisdom and can see his 
life moving forward. He is a positive person who needs a hand up, not a hand out. 
Please pray for Marquise. His world is difficult to break out of.  

Marquise wants to be a man who steps up. I believe he will. 

Thank you for your support. 

Roger Feenstra

Executive Director

More effective than 

government programs in 

curtailing gangs. 

Success since 1993.

Two steps and you’re up:	 	 
A caring relationship plus a job, 

lifts a gang member from the street 
into a life of hope and success.

………………………………………
Employers Wanted

There 	 are 	 benefits 	 to	 
hiring 	 a 	 Hope 	 Now	 
youth:	 First, 	 you	 help	 
our 	 community 	 by	 
providing 	 employment	 
for 	 one 	 in 	 need 	 of	 
hope.	 Second,	 there	 is	 
a	 support	 team	 behind	 
each	 Hope	 Now	 young	 
man	 you	 hire.	 Working	 
together,	 we	 will	 help	 
you 	 make 	 sure 	 your	 
new	 hire	 succeeds.	 Call	 
our 	 office 	 for 	 more	 
information.	 

Odd Jobs Needed. 

…………………………………………………………………………………

Executive Director and CEO, 
Since 2004 

Pastor Roger Feenstra 

Founded 1993  
Rev. Roger Minassian

A caring relationship, plus a job...

http://www.hopenow.org
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                               Cambodia Corner 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Our executive director, Roger Feenstra, will travel to 
Cambodia on August 9. The purpose of his visit is to 
strengthen and encourage Chantha, our on-site director, as he 
and his wife minister to the less fortunate there. Several other 
volunteers help make our Hope Now work in Phnom Penh a 
reality.  

Hope Now's mission in Cambodia is to reach out to men and 
women who came to America as babies or young children, 
grew up, committed a crime, and were deported. Currently, 
there are up to 504 deportees we have the opportunity to 
impact in Cambodia. We encourage, help get jobs, and share 
the good news of Jesus. 

If you would like to follow our executive director's trip, he has a 
personal website you may visit. Enter your e-mail address to 
receive frequent updates of the exciting, challenging work 
being done there. His website is located at www.rogerfeenstra.com.*  

 *Opinions expressed @ rogerfeenstra.com are his own and not necessarily those of Hope Now For Youth, Inc. 

Earlier this year our director and Chantha spoke words 
of encouragement to to a young man involved in a traffic 

accident.

Go to www.escrip.com to sign up.  
Select HOPE NOW FOR YOUTH 
as your primary non-profit. Every 

time you shop at your local grocery 
store or dine in your favorite 

restaurant, Hope Now can be the 
recipient of up to 3% of your 

purchase. No special card to carry, 
just your phone number. Sign up 

today and support us often.  

Summer Picnic Fun

http://www.escrip.com
http://www.hopenow.org
http://www.escrip.com

